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Junior Recital

Andrea Lawhun, Clarinet
Momoko Gresham, fiano
Flease turn of+ cell phones and pagers for the duration of the concert. Thank You.

Five Pieces for Clarinet Alone (1959)
Vigorous
Flowing

William 0. Smith
(born 1926)

Rhythmic

I

Singing
Spirited

1

Petite Piece (1910)

Claude Debussy
(1862-1918)

Premiere Rhapsodie (1910)
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Claude Debussy
- Intermission -

Six Studies in English Folk Song (1927)
Adagio
Andante sostenuto
Larghetto
Lento
Andante tranquillo
Allegro vivace

Sonata in F Minor, Op. 120, No. l (1894)
Allegro appassionato
Andante un poco Adagio
Allegretto grazioso
Vivace

Ralph Vaughn Williams
(1872-1958)

Johannes Brahms
(1833-1897)

Kemp R.ecital Hall
December I I, 2005
5unda_y Afternoon
}:OOp.m.
This is the seventieth program of the 2005-2006 season.

F rogram Notes

Clarinetist and composer William 0. Smith has always interacted among the worlds
of classical and jazz music. He studied composition with Darius Milhaud and his·
association with Dave Brubeck began at Mills College, where he was one of the
founders of the Dave Brubeck Octet and responsible for many of the group's
arrangements. He was among the earliest performers to experiment with new color
resources and extended techniques for the clarinet.
The movements of Five Pieces for Clarinet Alone are composed in varying dancelike styles, like the movements of a traditional suite. The melodic lines are atonal
and frequently characterized by large interval leaps.
The works of Claude Debussy significantly broke away from the concepts of
traditional form and harmony of his time. His writing has sometimes been classified
as impressionistic.
In 1909 he was invited to become a member of the advisory board of the Paris
Conservatory. One of his first tasks was to compose two pieces for the
conservatory's clarinet exam. The first piece was the Premiere Rhapsodie for
clarinet and piano. The second, Petite Piece, was for sight reading.
Ralph Vaughan Williams established a nationalist style based on English folk
traditions. In his work as a composer he went some way towards creating a
specifically English musical idiom, influenced by his interest in folk-song, but
colored by his own personal vision and language.
Six Studies in English Folk Song was written originally for cello and has been
transcribed for many instruments. Today's performance will be on bass clarinet.
The songs of Six Studies are: "Lovely on the Water," "Spurn Point," "Van Dieman's
Land," "She Borrowed Some of Her Mother's Gold," "The Lady and the Dragon,"
and "As I Walked Over London Bridge."
Johannes Brahms was one of the foremost romantic composers. Brahms's '
affection for the Classical period is reflected in his style of writing. He favored the
Classical forms of the sonata, symphony, and concerto, and frequently composed
movements in sonata form.

In 1890, the 57 year old Brahms resolved to give up composing. However, he was
unable to abide by his decision. He was struck with inspiration after hearing
clarinetist Richard Miilfeld and composed a number of acknowledged masterpieces
for clarinet, including the Sonata in F minor, Op. 120, No . 1.
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